THE HERALD 


JACKSON, MI 


AUGUST 2001 Oh | OL OL. LXVI, No. 


Delegates to the 2001 Episcopate Congress with His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel 


CONTENT 


English Section 
Episcopate 69th Annual Congress 2001 ............... 3-9 
Archbishop Victorin Falls Asleep in the Lord....... 10 
Invitation - Consecration of St. John the Baptist 


Church, Phoenix, AZ. 10 
Reminder - 52nd Annual AROY Conference .......... 10 
What Is Aa. F:O.RALY, LUCYIPODI eects reese. 11 
Pofta Bund GODKBOOR 3 nn cacti aa E a ad d 11 


Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada Spends a 
Week at the Episcopate, 


Ale xand pumhomiescus.....fpe.cceee aah 2 a, aaa be 
Clergy & Parish / Institution Changes .........:0c00006 13 
Solia Calendar 2002 Annual Almanac 

AG Vertising CONTUL Geir caisson oti cian oo, oo tao ce 13 
In Memory - Vera Lipan, Psa. Alice Nenson......... 14 
Fr. & Psa. Morar Celebrate 25th Anniversaries...14 
GOR QTATNAMORSLGTAAUCIES Fae nana cesta cae 13 
TRATES RE RUS teeta eee As Sot Meg enc aaa Pana. 16-17 
Solar inânc ii REDOȚ Lasa ae eee Ta Ss ca ds ie 
PER GRDUAT REO ai eae ode ata aaa aa sata de cote 18 
Bedutiful 2007 Icon Cele Ela Pye sec tona caca a 18 
Invitation - Sister Katherine (Weston) at 

St. Raphael Mission, Detroit, MI... 18 


Romanian Section 
Al 69-lea Congres al Episcopiei Ortodoxe 
Române din America sesiunea 


yunie-TuHe ZOO) 9 ee ae 19-20, 24 
Ge Estevan KIO. RAs7 LUCY POD a. abea aul 20 
Sfințirea Bisericii Sfântul Andrei din 

McKees Rock, PA, Pr. Eugene Roșu ............. 21-22 
Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Victorin a 

adormit întru Domnul .......6...00.00006+. Pista oe 23-24 
Stiri din Biserica Ortodoxă Română ..e..cccccccceceeeeees 23 


Invitaţie la Sfinţirea Bisericii “Sf. loan 
Botezătorul” din Phoenix, Arizona 


2 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 


HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE 


May 25-27. McKees Rocks, PA. St. Andrew Mis- 
sion. Friday: Preparation of articles for consecration 
of the church. Evening: Vespers before Consecration. 
Saturday: Consecration of Church. Hierarchal Di- 
vine Liturgy. Banquet Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Lit- 
urgy. 

June 1-3. Alliance, OH. St. Nicholas. ARFORA 
and Orthodox Brotherhood USA Annual Conferences. 
Saturday: Parastas. Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierar- 
chal Divine Liturgy. Vespers of Pentecost. 

June 4-7. South Canaan, PA. St. Tikhon Semi- 
nary & Monastery. OCA Pastoral Conference. 

June 10. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Visit to Psa. Eleonora Lazar. 

June 13. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew Center for 
Orthodox Christian Studies. Board Meeting. 

June 17. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

June 24. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter & 
Paul. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Patronal Feast Day 
Banquet. 

June 28- July 1. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra 
Romaneasca. Annual Episcopate Congress. Presid- 
ing Officer. 

July 8. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monas- 
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

July 11. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew Center for Or- 
thodox Christian Studies. Board Meeting. 

July 12-14. Cleveland, OH. Orthodox Christian 


_ Laity. Board Meeting. Thursday: Visit to V. Rev. Fr. 


Vasile Hategan. 


July 15. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral. 
Divine Liturgy. Senior Citizens Supper. Visit to fu- 
neral home for George Habian. 


July 16-17. Syosset, NY. OCA Chancery. Meet- 
ing of Lesser Synod. 


July 18. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew Center for Or- 
thodox Christian Studies. Board Meeting. # 
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EPISCOPATE 69TH ANNUAL CONGRESS 2001 


Fr. Dr. Cornel Todeasa makes a presentation to the Clergy Confer- 
ence held in the V.D. Trifa Heritage Center. 


Forty-one parishes and missions were represented 
at the 69th Congress, June 28 - July 1, with further 
representation from the Auxiliaries and Holy Ascen- 
sion Monastery. Host for the Congress were members 
of the Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada who came by 
autobus from Regina to work a full week of preparing 
for, hosting and serving the delegates and guests at the 
Diocesan Center, “Vatra Romaneasca!” The weather 
was not too hot nor was there rain; it was pleasant. 
The grounds were beautiful, the grass lush and the 
flower beds radiant with new blooms. 


Clergy Conference 

After the arrival of “The Crew” on Tuesday, the 
first major event was the Clergy Conference hosted in 
the “Valerian D. Trifa Heritage Center,” courtesy of 
the Board of Directors. Each day prior to any admin- 
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istrative activities, the delegates gath- 
ered in the chapel to sing the responses 
to the Divine Liturgy and receive the 
Holy Eucharist. 

His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, 
welcomed the clergy and introduced 
three major themes which he proposed 
to develop through the Congress ac- 
tivities: “The Spiritual State of the 
Episcopate Parishes; The Call to Evan- 
gelize; A Movement to Unity.” Clergy 
new to the Conference were introduced 
and particular administrative matters 
between the Chancery and the Parishes 
briefly discussed. 

Reverend Fr. Dr. Cornel Todeasa, 
who earned his Doctorate in Theology, 
gave a major presentation on “The Pas- 
torate to the Dying.” One would as- 
sume that clergy know much about this 
topic and they do, but it is beneficial to 
“recap” and ponder on this unique per- 
sonal event which every human experiences. For Chris- 
tians, death is nothing to fear, because we anticipate 
a new life after this. Nevertheless, life itself is to be 
lived with an eye toward this reality. 

Other matters discussed were: the issuing of “Clergy 
I. D.” cards from the Chancery Office; Pensions, Life 
Insurance, Personal Assistance Program; All Ameri- 
can Council 2002. Fr. Anton Frunza presented some 
thoughts on Evangelization/Mission Activity in the 
Episcopate. Recommendation to the Episcopate Council 
was that the Committee on Bilateral Dialogue with 
the Romanian Patriarchal Archdiocese be elevated to 
an official status. 

The Evening Prayer (Vespers) was held each night 
in the chapel followed by sermons in English and in 
Romanian. Clergy were assigned to hear confessions. 
Inasmuch as this was the eve of the Feast of the Holy 


Clergy at the Congress surround Archbishop Nathaniel in front of St. Mary Chapel. 
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Apostles Peter and Paul, the 
service included scripture read- 
ings, the Prayer of Interces- 
sion and Breaking of Bread. 


Episcopate Council Meets 

After the evening meal, the 
Episcopate Council met to re- 
view “The Report to the Church 
Congress 2001” booklet which 
covers the activities of the hi- 
erarch, the departments and 
commissions, and gives the 
budgets for the previous term 
as well as for the year to come. 
Prior to beginning the work 
on the agenda, the Council 
heard from the Very Rev. Dr. 
Petre Popescu, Parish Priest of Buna Vestire Parish, 
Montreal, Quebec, and President Victor Rosco and 
Vice-President Constantin Sandalovschi concerning 
the decision of the Parish Assembly to seek to be 
accepted by the Congress. Last minute actions on 
seating delegates and reviewing recommendations to 
the Congress were concluded. 


Archimandrite Irineu leads the monastic commu- 
nity of Ascension Monastery (Detroit) in a hymn at 
the Friday night concert. 


Fr. Gheorghe 
| Libotean 
entertains guests 
by playing a leaf, 

sometimes 
accompanied by 
Fr. Remus 
Bleahu, at the 
Friday night 
concert. 


N 
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Archbishop Nathaniel addresses the 69th Congress in session. 


First Day Congress Sessions 

On Friday morning, after the Divine Liturgy, del- 
egates gathered in the Pavilion Church to pray for the 
blessings of the Holy Trinity on the work of the Con- 
gress. His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel served 
and Rev. Frs. Remus Bleahu, Remus Grama and 
Laurence Lazar led the faithful in responding to the 
bi-lingual service. The fervent voices of the Del- 
egates and guests resounded around the full meeting 
hall, giving a sense of solidarity and harmony to the 
gathered assembly. 

Roll call showed 85 delegates present at the time of 
the opening of the Congress and before the acceptance 
of new parishes. A quorum was present and the Chair 
called the Congress into session. New Delegates from 
the parishes were seated, and then the Episcopate 
Council recommended that the Parish of Buna Vestire 
of Montreal, Quebec be accepted as a parish of the 
Episcopate. The Council also recommended that the 
following Missions be elevated to the rank of Parish: 
Holy Cross, San Jose, California; Holy Archangels 
Michael and Gabriel, Sacramento, California; An- 
nunciation, Grand Rapids, Michigan; Holy Archan- 
gels Michael and Gabriel, Middle Village, New York; 
Saint Anne, Jacksonville, Florida; Saint Andrew, 
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania. After seating of the 
delegates present and representing the new Parishes, 
the Council proposed the establishment of The Ascen- 
sion of our Lord Monastery, Detroit, Michigan. The 
Chair introduced the Abbot of the Community, V. R. 
Archimandrite Irineu. ; 

Guests present and introduced at this time were: 
Rev. Fr. Nicolae Branzea and Archimandrite Justin 
Marchis who were visiting the U.S. at the invitation of 
the Department of State. The Chair invited the Del- 
egates to remember His Beatitude, Metropolitan 
Theodosius, in their prayers, and consensus was for 
the chair to send greetings to him in the name of the 
Congress. A letter of encouragement and good wishes 
from Governor Engler was read, as was a greeting 
from the Congress of Romanian Americans (C.O.R.A.). 
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The Delegates rose and sang “Among the Saints” in 
memory of Bishop Policarp, Archbishop Valerian, Rev. 
Frs. John Ivascu, Mircea Marinescu, Timotei Popovici 
and lay members, past delegates or Episcopate 
sustainers. 

Appointment of the Secretariate took place and 
then the Agenda, with additions, was approved. Min- 
utes of the 68th Congress which had been mailed to 
the delegates were corrected, accepted, and approved. 

His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, presiding over 
the Congress, addressed the delegates on three sub- 
jects which would be focal points of its work: The 
Spiritual Status of the Parishes and Episcopate, Evan- 
gelization/Mission outreach, and Unity between the 
Romanian Dioceses and National unity of the Church 
in North America. Rev. Fr. Anton Frunza gave a Ro- 
manian rendition of His Eminence’s remarks. 

After the lunch break, the Chair presented the re- 
ports: The Hierarchal Schedule, Status of the Clergy, 
Status of the Parishes and Missions, Monastery 
and Special Events. His Eminence emphasized that 
the Episcopate had been represented in the general 
American Orthodox Community through liturgical cel- 
ebrations by His Eminence with various hierarchs of 
SCOBA jurisdictions. 

Mr. Mark Chestnut, Assistant Treasurer, at the in- 
vitation of Rev. Fr. Leo Copacia, Episcopate Trea- 
- surer, presented the report on behalf of the Depart- 
ment of Finance. Questions were answered. The Chair 
then presented the report in behalf of the Department 
of Christian Assistance. Motion was made and passed 
to accept these reports as printed in the “Annual Re- 
port to the Congress 2001.” The Treasurer gave an 
account of the present status of the Archbishop’s 
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Clergy and 
faithful 
participate in 
the Memorial 
Service for 
deceased 
members of the 
Episcopate. 


Charity Endowment Fund (ACE) noting that, due to 
the instability of the stock market, the actual value of 
the fund fluctuated, but only on paper. 

Rev. Fr. Dr. Cornel Todeasa gave a presentation on 
life after death. The basic theme was that although we 
live in a death-denying society, Christians understand 
the true significance of death and live their lives in 
accordance with this understanding. He explained the 
various services associated with death and the reasons 
for which they were established and are practiced. 

Very Rev. L. Lazar reported on the activities of the 
Commission on Religious Art, reminding the del- 
egates that all building projects and embellishment of 


Fr. Georgel Oanca of Las Vegas and AROY Presi- 
dent Jonathan Groza discuss starting anew AROY 
chapter. 


PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA a 5 


The Solia Bookstore attracts many Congress attendees 


throughout the weekend. 


parish churches must be presented to the Commission 
for review and possible suggestions. Saint John of 
Glendale, Arizona, and Saint Andrew of McKees Rocks, 
Pennsylvania, both made use of the expertise of the 
Commission. 

Protodeacon David Oancea presented the activities 
of the Department of Publications and informed the 
delegates that the “Liturgy Book For Orthodox Chris- 
tians” would be revised and printed. Comments from 
the floor were duly recorded for consideration of fu- 
ture projects of the department. 

Rev. Fr. Remus Grama offered information about 
External Affairs activities. Mr. M. Chestnut reviewed 
the “Vatra Administration” report, to which His 
Eminence added that due to serious vandalism of the 
Vatra, court charges against a group of agitators was 
made by the local Public Prosecutor. The case is 
still in process and the Vatra Administration is 
working with local officials to bring the culprits 
to justice. Mr. Chestnut gave further reports on 
Vatra Property Maintenance, Vatra Capital Im- 
provements and the Vatra Camp Administra- 
tion/Health Center Facility. 

A report on the Romanian Orthodox Dean- 
ery of Canada was given by the Dean, Very Rev. 
Daniel Nenson. The Episcopate Auxiliary Organi- 
zations reports were given by ARFORA Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Louise Gib; US Brotherhood Delegate, 
George Aldea, and Gloria Buchanan, Canadian 
Brotherhood President, whose auxiliary was host- 
ing the Congress. Delegates moved to accept the 
reports. The Congress work of ee was com- 
pleted. 


Bessarabians who, under Stalin’s dictatorship, 
were deported from Bessarabia to Siberia. A “Te 
Deum” for The United States’ “Independence 
Day” was celebrated by Deans: Very Rev. S. 
Pavel, P. Stanciu, L. Lazar, V. Sasu and D. Nenson. 

On Friday evening, the “famous” Clergy Cho- 
rus entertained the delegates with religious and 
popular songs. Members of the Ascension Com- 
munity also sang some spiritual hymns. The pro- 
gram lasted about an hour, and it was obviously 
as entertaining for the performers as it was for 
the audience. It was noted, however, that for 
those who do not speak Romanian, other enter- 
tainment should have been provided. The Con- 
gress Committee will address the matter for the 
next Congress. 


Second Day Sessions 

Following the Divine Liturgy on Saturday 
morning, the Congress continued with reports, 
beginning with that of the AROY which had 
been re-scheduled for this session. Mr. Jonathan 
Groza invited the delegates, clergy in particular, 
to initiate new AROY chapters and to support 
the existing ones. Spiritual Advisor for AROY, Rev. 
Fr. Adrian Fetea, exhorted the clergy to be attentive to 
the young people and create AROY chapters in mis- 
sion parishes as well as in the established communi- 
ties. 

Rev. Fr. Dr. Ian Pac-Urar Chair of the Department 
of Religious Education (DORE/USA) reported. He 
encouraged parishes to draw on the expertise and 
experience of the DORE to assist them in their church 
education programs. Comments were made to ask the 
Episcopate to be more active in the selection and 
training of church school teachers; others asked that 
the DORE meet more regularly; others that the camp 
programs should be promoted even more; others that 
a uniform program should be established for all par- 
ishes. 


At the conclusion of the Vespers, delegates 
escorted the clergy to the Shrine in Memory of the 


Archbishop Nathaniel distributes Holy Gardin icih to 
the faithful at the Sunday Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Aq 
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Dna. Psa. Clara Mancantelli, Chair of the 
Department of Religious Education (DOREC 
Canada), urged the delegates that the most 
important education tool we have is the church 
building itself. What is happening is that the 
Church is trying to step in to teach Orthodox 
education, because parents and godparents are 
not practicing and teaching the faith in the home. 

The Chair chastised the parishes which do 
not have a line item in their budgets for reli- 
gious education, for not sending representa- 
tives to the DORE conferences and for keeping 
their pocket-books closed. Both reports were 
accepted. 

The Department of Missions (USA) Chair, 
Very Rev. Constantin Tofan, reported on the 
establishment of two new mission communi- 
ties: Quebec City, Quebec and Hartford, Con- 
necticut. He also reminded the parishes that 
they are supposed to have a line-item in their 
budgets for the missions. 

The Department of Missions (Canada) 
Chair, Very Rev. Fr. Dan Nenson, asked for 
discussion on the needs of Canadian Missions 
in view of the new policy of the Episcopate 
requiring dues support from the new missions. 
Remarks from other Canadian delegates sup- 
ported this observation. Both reports were ac- 
cepted. 

Session three was concluded and group pho- 
tos taken. Preceding the noon meal, clergy and 
faithful accompanied the Archbishop to the 
cemetery chapel where a parastas was served 


for the members of the Episcopate whose names After the Sunday Liturgy, Archbishop Nathaniel introduced 
were listed the past year in the SOLIA. The very Rev. Dr. Petre Popescu, parish priest of the newly- 
names of those buried at the Vatra were read,  accepted “Buna Vestire” (Annunciation) Parish in Montreal, 


including Bishop Policarp and Archbishop Vale- Quebec. 
rian. During the service, members of the clergy 


The Choir of 
Holy Trinity 
Church, 
Miramar, 
Florida, leads 
responses to the 
Sunday Liturgy. 


SOLIA AUGUST 2001 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA - 7 


Clergy who assisted Archbishop Nathaniel at Sunday’s Liturgy. 


walked from grave to grave blessing each one with 
holy water. 

In the fourth session, the Episcopate Council rec- 
ommended that the ROEA members of the “Commit- 
tee for Joint Dialogue” be given official status to 
speak on behalf of the Episcopate in dialogue with the 
Patriarchal Archdiocese. The Episcopate Congress, 
however, would authorize any conclusive action in 
this matter. Accepted. 

The following recommendations were made: Par- 
ishes should make an effort to have all faithful 18 year 
olds become supporting members of the parish; Par- 
ishes should have an independent audit for financial 
transactions; Council members should be bonded for 
theft. 

A resolution was passed in 


the previous day. The Chair then introduced Abbot 
Irineu to relate something about the present activities 
of the Holy Ascension Monastery, Detroit. 

The Church conducted the election of the Episco- 
pate Council for 2002-2003 (see end of article) and of 
the two lay members for the Episcopate Tribunal. 

The Chair thanked the Orthodox Brotherhood of 
Canada for hosting the Congress; the Ladies Auxil- 
iary of Holy Cross Parish, Hermitage, Pennsylvania 
for sponsoring the ARFORA Coffee Shoppe and Dr. 
Adelina Strasnei, director of the Choir for Holy Trin- 
ity Parish, Miramar, Florida, for accepting to give 
responses at the Divine Liturgy on Sunday. His Emi- 
nence thanked the Department heads; and, in particu- 


support of Mr. Sotiros Bledsea 
in Athens, Greece. 

The Council proposed the 
Budgets for 2002: Ad- 
ministrative, $458,000.00; De- 
partment of Publications, 
$160,200.00; Department of 
Missions USA, $54,000.00; 
Department of Religious Edu- 
cation, $34,000.00. After ap- 
propriate questions and an- 
swers, the budgets were 
passed. 

Motion was made and 
passed that all Deaneries give 
a written activities report in 
the next “Report to the Epis- 
copate Congress 2002”. 

Prior to further agenda ac- 
tivities, the Chair invited Rev. 
Fr. Dr. Cornel Todeasa to 
conclude his presentation from 
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Kitchen staff of the fiind Brotherhood of Ganaasii preparing food for one 
of the many meals. 
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lar, the Chancery Staff for their dedicated service to 
the Episcopate. 

After the singing of the Hierarch’s Anthem, the 
Episcopate Council remained to take the oath of of- 
fice and elected Very Rev. L Lazar to be Episcopate 
Council Secretary and Rev. Fr. Leonte Copacia as 
Treasurer. 

One of the traditional events of the Congress is the 
Saturday evening dance. The orchestra was from 
Montreal. The music stopped well before midnight. 


Sunday Divine Services & Banquet 

On Sunday Morning, after the conclusion of the 
Matins, fifty priests, four deacons and three subdeacons 
and readers escorted His Eminence to the Pavillion 
Church. The tower bell and the toaca called the faith- 
ful to prayer. The Congress Choir giving Romanian 
language responses this year was from Holy Trinity, 
Miramar, Florida, under the capable direction of Pro- 
fessor Adelina Scrisnei. Subdeacon John E. Lazar led 
the singing of the English responses. At the conclu- 
sion of the Divine Liturgy, Archbishop Nathaniel el- 
evated Deacon David Oancea to the rank of Protodeacon 
with the acknowledgment of the Holy Synod. Each 
clergy was presented to the faithful, and those who 
had asked were given Holy Chrism as part of the 
concluding service. 

Mention was made of the following anniversaries 
in the priesthood: 60 Years, Very Rev. Vasile Hategan; 
50 years, Very Rev. Dr. Petre Popescu; 25 Years, Rev. 
Frs. Remus Bleahu, Casian Fetea, Onisie Morar, 
Alexandru Partioc, Romey Rosco, Jon Sfera; 20 Years, 
Rev. Fr. Adrian Fetea; 15 Years, Hieromonk Joseph, 
Rev. Fr. George Libotean. 

The Congress Banquet was in the Tower Pavillion. 
Honored guests were: Mrs. Georgeta Washington, 
President of the Union & League; Very Rev. Dr. & 
Dna. Psa. Popescu; Protodeacon & Dna. Psa. Oancea; 
Mr. Mark Chestnut. Also at the head table were V. R. 
Abbess Gabriella and V. R. Abbot Irineu. On the 
lower dais were guests: Rev. Frs. & Dnei. Pse. 


Constantin Lapustea, Anton and Antoaneta Frunza, 
Rey. Fr. Adrian Balescu. Master of Ceremonies was 
Very Rev. L. Lazar. 

His Eminence reiterated the three themes of the 
Congress in English and then addressed the audience 
in Romanian. He reminded them of the many years of 
struggle which the Church in North America has en- 
dured and stated that there are still those who hate the 
Church and the Episcopate and are causing problems. 
These individuals are truly not even believers but 
extreme nationalists and politicians who are working 
against the Church precisely because it is the Church. 
They imagine that the Church is a mere human insti- 
tution, a society, or social club. “We know who the 
enemies of the Episcopate were and who they are,” he 
said. “But God is with us and will not let His Church 
be overcome by evil individuals.” 

The 69th Congress Banquet was concluded with 
the singing of the Hierarch’s Anthem. Guests left, 
delegates left, the hosts remained to prepare the Vatra 
for the first Camp Vatra for Juniors. With thanks to 
Almighty God for his blessings on the Episcopate, the 
Vatra settled down, awaiting the arrival of the chil- 
dren. 


Episcopate Council for 2002-2003 

Clergy: Rev. Frs. Leo Copacia, Remus Grama, 
Laurence Lazar, Romey Rosco, Ian Pac-Urar and al- 
ternate, Casian Fetea. Laity: John Bujea, George Can- 
tor, Elizabeth Ciocanea, Vasile Gheorghiu, George C. 
Fatsy, Cornelia Merchant, Viorel Nikodin, Vasile 
Stoicescu, Philip Toconita, Mary Ann Moga Zarb and 
alternates Peter Bugariu, Michael Chiriac. Lay Mem- 
bers of the Tribunal: Dan Chirtu and Adela Price; 
alternates Wayne Wright, Ilie Nemes. ** 


c 
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Attendees at the closing Banquet of the Congress stand for the opening prayer and singing of anthems. 
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ARCHBISHOP VICTORIN 
FALLS ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


On Monday, July 16, 2001, His 
Eminence Archbishop Victorin 
(Ursache), Archbishop Emeritus 
of the Romanian Orthodox Arch- 
diocese in America and Canada, 
fell asleep in the Lord. His Emi- 
nence led the Romanian Orthodox 
Archdiocese for 35 years, retiring 
from active service this past Feb- 
ruary. 

Archbishop Victorin was born 
on July 24, 1912 in the town of 
Manastioara-Siret, Suceava, Roma- 
nia. His was a graduate of the 
Lyceum of Siret, and was gradu- 
ated from the Theological Faculty 
of the University of Cernauti, Ro- 
mania. He also earned a degree in 
Biblical Studies from the Biblical 
Institute of Jerusalem. 

He entered the monastic life at 
the Ascension of our Lord Monas- 
tery in Neamtu, Romania in 1937. 
He was ordained deacon on July 
20, 1937 and priest on August |, 
1937. From 1937-1946, he served 
as Professor of Theology at the 
Neamtu Seminary: In addition, 
from 1937-1940, he served as 
Assistant Director of the Seminary, becoming Direc- 
tor in 1940 until 1944. From 1940 he served as Abbot 
of Neamtu Monastery. 

In 1946, he left Romania to take the position of 
Representative of the Romanian Orthodox Church at 
the Holy Place in Jerusalem and served there at the 


INVITATION 


CONSECRATION OF 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH 
GLENDALE (METRO-PHOENIX), 
; ARIZONA 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2001 


(Consecration at 8:30 am followed by 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy) 


Celebrated by 
HIS EMINENCE, 
ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL 


Banquet will follow in the 
St. John / Casa Heius Church Hall 
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Archbishop Victorin 


Tomb of the Holy Sepulchre until 
coming to the United States in 
1956. From 1956-1966, he served 
as Superior of the Jerusalem Mis- 
sion in the United States as well as 
Professor of Theology at St. 
Tikhon’s Theological Seminary in 
South Canaan, Pennsylvania. 

In April of 1966, he was elected 
to succeed the late Bishop Andrei 
as Bishop of the then Romanian 
Orthodox Missionary Diocese. He 
was ordained Bishop on August 7, 
1966. On June 11, 1973, he was 
elevated to the rank of Archbishop. 
Archbishop Victorin retired from 
active service in February 2001, 
after 35 years of leading the Ro- 
manian Orthodox Archdiocese in 
America and Canada. During his 
long years of service, the Arch- 
diocese established numerous par- 
ishes through North America, min- 
istering to Romanian Orthodox 
Christians. His Eminence was a 
member of the Standing Confer- 
ence of Canonical Orthodox Bish- 
ops in the Americas (SCOBA) and 
a respected spiritual presence in 
Orthodox and Ecumenical forums. 

The Funeral Service was held on Thursday, July 19 
at Holy Trinity Romanian Orthodox Church, Troy, 
Michigan. Burial is at the Putna Monastery in Roma- 
nia. 

May His Thrice-Blessed Memory be Eternal! ** 


REMINDER 


52» ANNUAL AROY 
CONFERENCE 


AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2001 
St. George Church, Canton, Ohio 


For Schedule of Events, 
see Solia, July 2001, p. 5 


Correction: 
Past President’s Dinner - Friday, August 31 
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Wuart Is 
A.R.F.O.R.A.? 


A.R.F.O.R.A. is an acronym for “Asociatia 
Reuniunilor Femeilor Ortodoxe Romane din America” 
or “The Association of Romanian Orthodox Ladies 
Auxiliaries of North America”. His Grace Bishop 
Policarp organized A.R.F.O.R.A. in 1938. In 1955, 
the Constitution and By-Laws were revised and ap- 
proved by the A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress held in New 
York. A.R.F.O.R.A.’s motto includes: FAITH, repre- 
sented by the Cross; HOPE, represented by the An- 
chor; CHARITY, represented by the Heart. All women 
should be the full members of their church as well as 
of the ladies auxiliary. 

The main purposes of the ladies auxiliary of the 
parish include: 
¢ Functioning as an auxiliary of the parish and ac- 

tively supporting the parish in its activities; 

¢ Initiating and promoting unity, cooperation and 
fellowship among its members and the congrega- 
tion; 

¢ Contributing to the preservation, strengthening and 
propagation of the Orthodox faith; 

* Supporting the religious education of the young 
people in the parish; 

e Attending to the housekeeping activities of the 
church; 

¢ Raising funds for religious, charitable and cultural 
purposes; 

* Actively supporting ARFORA, the international 
organization, which is the oldest auxiliary of the 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America. 

Dates of Importance to the Auxiliary: 

January - Annual meeting and election of the of- 
ficers takes place. Also, elect two delegates to go to 
the ARFORA Congress. The term is for two years. 
Send names and addresses of officers and delegates to 
the Secretary of ARFORA. (Check the Solia Calendar 
for the names and addresses of the officers of 
ARFORA). Send membership dues ($10 per person) 
to the Treasurer of ARFORA by January 31. Dues are 
based on last year’s membership. 

5th Saturday of Great Lent - Each parish or dean- 
ery sponsors a ladies auxiliary retreat-conference. 

June - ARFORA Congress is held the first week- 
end of June. The president of each auxiliary and two 
delegates along with Preoteasa are required to attend. 

July - Each year an auxiliary sponsors the coffee 

shop at the Vatra during the Episcopate Congress. 

Please volunteer. . 
July-August - Provide volunteer cooks, teachers 

for the religious education camps at Vatra. 

“October 14 - St. Paraschiva Mission Fund. Each 
auxiliary holds one function a year and the proceeds 
are sent to the ARFORA Treasurer for use in support 
„of Episcopate missions. 


_SOLIA AUGUST 2001 


December - St. Elizabeth project - ARFORA re- 
members widowed Preotese at special times of the 
year. 

All year - Visitations of the shut-ins. Encourage 
members to visit the shut-ins in their parishes. Martha 


* Gavrila Scholarship Fund - ARFORA offers a schol- 


arship each year to women doing graduate work. In- 
formation about the application process is published 
in the Solia-the Herald newspaper. 

If you have any questions about ARFORA or the 
local Ladies Auxiliary, or if you need help to start an 
auxiliary, please call or write to the President or any 
member of the ARFORA Board. You'll find their 
names, addresses and telephone numbers in the Solia 
Calendar. There is also an ARFORA Guide Book and 
the By-Laws, which can help you in setting up your 
auxiliary. Please let us know if you need a copy. It is 
very important that women are organized in an auxil- 
lary organization, thus becoming vital and active sup- 
porters of their church and the Episcopate. % 

Lucy Pop 
Member-At-Large 
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ORTHODOX BROTHERHOOD OF CANADA SPENDS 
A WEEK AT THE EPISCOPATE 


The news that the Orthodox 
Brotherhood of Canada would host 
the 69th Annual Episcopate Con- 
gress at Vatra Romaneasca was re- 
ceived with great joy by all its mem- 
bers. It constituted yet another oc- 
casion to show that unity, guarded 
by deep religious faith, is the way 
to attainment. 

Following a trip to Windsor, I 
was the first to arrive at the Episco- 
pate, where I was received with 
abundant gladness by His Eminence 
Archbishop Nathaniel, who then 
entrusted me into the care of 
Protodeacon David Oancea. Before 
the arrival of the group from 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, I par- 


ticipated, under the caring guidance 
of Protodeacon David, in the prepa- 
ration of the church and the chapel 
in view of the big event. 

The next day, President Gloria 
Buchanan, Preoteasa Clara and secretary Virginia 
Murray made introductions and Rev. Fr. John 
Mancantelli, our spiritual advisor, gave a welcoming 
address. After this, we immediately began undertak- 
ing our activities. They extended over a period of five 
days and ended on Sunday evening. 

Throughout this period, our work was much appre- 
ciated through the friendly and grateful attitude of the 
Congress participants. Despite the very busy sched- 
ule, His Eminence provided us with constant attention 
and support. During the last day of the Congress, at 
the banquet, the association representatives were in- 
vited to the podium to receive warm thanks for their 
support. 

As a reward for all our efforts, the Episcopate or- 
ganized a day trip to the “Center for Orthodox Chris- 
tian Studies” in Detroit and to the “Dormition of the 
Mother of God” Orthodox Monastery, Rives Junction, 
Michigan. Led by His Eminence, we arrived at “St. 
Andrew House,” where we were greeted by Rev. Fr. 
Leonte Copacia, pastor of the newly-established mis- 
sion “St Raphael of Brooklyn”, Ms. Mary Ann Moga 
Zarb from the administrative council, and Hieromonk 
Nicolae, representing the Monastic Community “Holy 
Ascension of Our Lord”. 

At the end of the tour, we all understood that in the 
short span of a few months, on this blessed site of 
prayer and work, a new Mission and Monastery were 


founded, as an answer to the prayers of the Episcopate’s — 


first bishop, Policarp (Morusca). This Center is the 
first organization in the United States created to serve 
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Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada members with His Eminence, Arch- 
bishop Nathaniel in front of St. Andrew’s House-Center for Orthodox 
Christian Studies. 


all the canonical jurisdictions of the Orthodox Church, 
having as President and Founder, His Eminence Arch- 
bishop Nathaniel. 

Saying farewell, but not before thanking them for 
the dinner that boasted unrivaled Romanian cuisine 
and for their warm hospitality, we headed for Rives 
Junction. After an hour of travelling, having shifted 
our direction towards the North, we entered a wonder- 
ful place, a corner of Heaven, much resembling the 
hills of the Carpathians. On our left, on a glowing site, 


it appeared - The Dormition of the Mother of God 


Monastery, established in 1987, having as abbess the 
Very Reverend Mother Gabriela and Spiritual Father, 
Archimandrite Roman Braga. The Vespers, to which 
the entire clergy participated along with the visitors, 
brought peace and reverence in our hearts. 

At dusk we returned to Vatra Romaneasca. The 
next morning at dawn, we would all leave for home. 


We all considered this week at the Episcopate to be a 


great success of the Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada, 


„a fusion of religious faith, duty and diligence. % 


Alexandru Tomescu, Toronto 
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CLERGY & PARISH / 
INSTITUTION CHANGES 


Clergy 

Buie, Hieromonk Arsenie, was accepted into the 
ranks of the clergy of the R.O.E.A. by the Episcopate 
Council on March 17, 2001, and attached to Holy 
Ascension Monastery, Detroit, MI. 

Corvi, Hieromonk Lucian, was accepted into the 
ranks of the clergy of the R.O.E.A. by the Episcopate 
Council on March 17, 2001, and attached to Holy 
Ascension Monastery, Detroit, MI. Effective May 22, 
2001, Hieromonk Lucian was released from the ranks 
of the clergy of the R.O.E.A. and returned to his 
monastery in Romania. 

Danilchick, Rey. Protodeacon Peter, was accepted 
into the ranks of the clergy of the R.O.E.A. by the 
Episcopate Council on June 28, 2001, and attached to 
Protection of the Mother of God Parish, Falls Church, 
VA. 

Duvlea, Archimandrite Ireneu, was accepted into 
the ranks of the clergy of the R.O.E.A. by the Episco- 
pate Council on March 17, 2001, and assigned as 
Abbot of Holy Ascension Monastery, Detroit, MI. 

Ghica, Rev. Fr. Daniel, was accepted into the ranks 
of the clergy of the R.O.E.A. by the Episcopate Coun- 
cil on June 28, 2001, and assigned to the Mission in 
Orlando, FL. 

Peicu, Hieromonk Nicolae, was accepted into the 
ranks of the clergy of the R.O.E.A. by the Episcopate 
Council on March 17, 2001, and attached to Holy 
Ascension Monastery, Detroit, MI. 

Stoian, Hierodeacon Iustin, was accepted into the 
ranks of the clergy of the R.O.E.A. by the Episcopate 
Council on March 17, 2001, and attached to Holy 
Ascension Monastery, Detroit, MI. 

Stoleru, Rev. Fr. Dr. Nicolae, was accepted into 
the ranks of the clergy of the R.O.E.A. by the Episco- 
pate Council on June 28, 2001, and assigned to Holy 
Transfiguration Mission, Hartford, CT. 

Institutions 

Holy Ascension Monastery, Detroit, MI was ac- 
cepted as an Affiliated Institution of the R.O.E.A. by 
the Church Congress on June 29, 2001. 

Parishes 

Buna Vestire (Annunciation), Montreal, QC, was 
accepted as a Parish of the R.O.E.A. by the Church 
Congress on June 29, 2001. 

The Church Congress, on June 29, 2001, ratified 

_the petitions of the following Missions to be accepted 
as Parishes of the R.O.E.A.: 

Sts. Constantine & Helen, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY 

St. Anne, Jacksonville, FL 

Sts. Constantine & Helen, Lilburn, GA 

St. Andrew, McKees Rocks, PA 

Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Sacramento, CA 
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SOLIA 
CALENDAR 2002 


Annual Almanac 
Published by the Romanian Orthodox Episco- 
pate of America in December 2001 for all 
parishes throughout the U.S. and Canada. 


ADVERTISING CONTRACT 


RATES & AD SIZES (ACTUAL) 

Full Page (7" L x 4 1/8" W) $125.00 (U.S.) 
R.O.E.A. Parishes & 
Auxiliaries 

One-half (1/2) Page 
(3 172"Lx'41/8"W) 

One-quarter (1/4) Page 
(1 3/4" L x 4 1/8" W) 


$100.00 (U.S.) 
$75.00 (U.S.) 
$50.00 (U.S.) 


Conditions 
This order cannot be cancelled. Advertisements 
for less than one quarter (1/4) page cannot be 
accepted. The soliciting agent will furnish each 
advertiser with a complimentary copy of the al- 


manac. No verbal agreements acknowledged. 


DEADLINE: AUGUST 31, 2001 


You are hereby authorized to publish the attached 
greeting, photograph, or advertisement in your 
SOLIA CALENDAR 2002. I (We) agree to pay 
$ in advance for the space of 


Full Page Half Page Quarter Page 


Name: 

Business / Parish Name: 
Address: 

City: 

State/Province: 
Zip/Postal Code: 


Telephone/Fax: 


No receipts will be issued. Your check or money order 
made payable to the ROMANIAN ORTHODOX 
EPISCOPATE in U.S. funds is your receipt. Payment 
& Contract must accompany all advertisements. 


ROMANIAN ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE 
sa, DEPT. OF PUBLICATIONS 
PO BOX 185, GRASS LAKE, MICHIGAN 49240 
U.S.A. 
(517) 522-3656 * Fax: (517) 522-5907 
Internet Web Site — http://www.roea.org 
Email — roeasolia Qaol.com 
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IN MEMORY 


My mother, Vera 
Lipan’s greatest love was 
her church and children - 
anyone’s children, not only 
her own. After the revolu- 
tion in Romania in 1989, 
one of the first things my 
mother said was, “If I was 
10 years younger, I would 
take a couple of children, 
but I’m too old now.” She 
was 70 at the time. Chil- 

ie dren played a very impor- 
Vera Lipan tant see her life. ‘She 
1909 - 2001 cooked for summer camps, 
providing baked goods and garden produce. For a 
number of years at church school Christmas concerts, 
she always bought and donated a box of Christmas 
oranges to be distributed to the children. No child ever 
left her presence without something to eat in their 
hands. 

When my mother passed away, we asked each grand- 
child to write a sentence or two about her. Following 
is what they wrote: Janice - She was the one who often 
said: ‘What would the world be without children?” - 
and nothing brought her more pleasure. Kenneth - She 
was the one who made the best placinta. Keith - She 
was the one who would say: ‘Hello sweetie-pie. Are 
you hungry? What can I get you? Gerry - Being away 
so long hasn’t lessened my love for her. Paul -She was 
the one who, if you could clone Grandmas, it should 
be ours, as everyone should have a Grandma like her. 
We were very fortunate to have her as long as we did. 
Bob - She was the one who taught me how to make 
pancakes - always smiling. Tim - She was the one who 
would come watch my baseball games and then start 
cheering for the other team when they were losing so 
they wouldn’t feel so bad. Doug - She was happiest 
when spending time with her grandchildren and in her 
garden. Garry - She was the one who made the best 
scorvechies and chicken soup. Lisa - She was the one 
who had the greatest “cuddly” quilt that not only 
provided warmth for our bodies, but most importantly, 
for our hearts. Brian - Grandma can best be described 
by the word “filler”. A filler of your stomach if nour- 
ishment was needed; a filler of our heart if love was 
needed; and a filler of your mind with her beautiful 
wisdom whenever needed. Patti - She was someone 
who could make light of any situation, accepted people 
for who they were, had a quick and witty sense of 
humour, and carried God in her heart throughout her 
life. 

Among the saints, O Christ, rest the soul of your 
„servant; where there is no pain nor grief nor sighing, 
but life which does not end. % 


Psa. Alice Nenson 
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Fr. & Psa. MORAR 
CELEBRATE 25TH 
ANNIVERSARIES 


On May 19-20, His 
Eminence Archbishop 
NATHANIEL visited St. 
John the Baptist Church, 
Woonsocket, Rhode Is- 
land to honor Rev. Fr. 
Onisie and Dna. Psa. Anca 
Morar on their 25th Wed- 
ding Anniversary and on 
the 25th Anniversary of 
Fr. Morar’s Ordination to 
the Priesthood. The Arch- 
bishop celebrated Great Vespers on Saturday evening 
assisted by Rev. Frs. Onisie Morar, Jacob Piruta (Ukrai- 
nian - Woonsocket), Aurel Petrescu (Manchester, NH), 
Nicolae Simon (Boston, MA), Nicolae Stoleru (Hart- 
ford, CT), and Cornel Todeasa (Bridgeport, CT). Fol- 
lowing the Vespers, the parish prepared a special buffet 
in the parish hall in honor of the Morar’s anniversa- 
ries, at which time the Archbishop blessed the honor- 
ees with special prayers. 

Following the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy on Sun- 
day, Fr. Onisie & Psa. Anca prepared and donated a 
luncheon and directed that the proceeds and donations 
collected be given to the Archbishop for the 
Archbishop’s Charity Endowment (A.C.E.) Fund. The 
following contributors made an extra effort to donate 
additional funds: Harry Moran ($1,000), Jonel Pasula 
($200), Alexandru & Ana Muresan ($100), Christina 
A. Pop ($100), St. John Ladies Auxiliary ($100), Artemi 
& Cristina Gavala ($50), Dr. Ioana Preston ($50), 
Flavin & Michaela Iovonal ($35), Nickolas & Victoria 
Chiacu ($30), M/M Roland Rondeau ($30), George & 
Izabel Sicsai ($29), M/M Iliea Toda ($25), Constance 
Rasta ($25), James Mazdrachi ($20), Olga Bicki ($15), 
Niculu Marcu ($15), Teena Pace ($15); Olga Chepa 
($15), Christy Rasta ($15), Steve Steve ($15), Ida 
Tegovich ($15), Vanghel Lupu ($10). 

Thanks to our Lord for the blessing we received for 
this great event! We are grateful to our Archbishop 
Nathaniel for his presence, prayers and guidance. 


Fr. & Psa. Onisie 
Morar 


_ Thanks also to all parishioners, friends, guests and 


contributors. % 


| CO? 
N 


SOLIA AUGUST 2001 | 


(CONGRATULATIONS 
GGRADUTEs! 


Alina Maria Costea, 
daughter of Paul & Sylvia 
Costea of Dearborn 
Heights, MI, graduated on 
June |, from Crestwood 
High School where she 
actively participated in 
track and field sports, fig- 
ure skating and synchro- 
nized team skating. 

A graduate of Sts. Pe- 
ter & Paul Sunday 
School, Alina is currently 
vice-president of the 
AROY Chapter. 

Alina plans to go on to college to major either in 
advertising or in early childhood development. 


af, 


Alina Costea 


Marius Justinian 
Gliz, son of Constantin 
& Mariana Gliz of 
Dearborn, MI, graduated 
with a 3.888 grade point 
average from Fordson 
High School, on June 14. 
He participated in basket- 
ball and Spanish Club. 

Marius and his family 
emigrated to the United 
States less than three 
years ago, and almost im- 
mediately became in- 
volved in the life of Sts. Peter & Paul parish in Dearborn 
Heights, where he seved as altar boy. He is active in 
the AROY Chapter, and will represent them as a del- 
egate to the Conference in Canton, OH in September. 

Marius enjoys working with people, and intends to 
become a licensed eletrician. 


Marius Gliz 


Cristian Marius 
Zaharie, son of Maria & 
Ioan Zaharie, graduated 
from Garden City High 
School in Garden City, 
MI, on June 9. He re- 
ceived a Diversity in 
Aviation Scholarship, 
Michigan Merit Award, 
Garden City ROTC, De- 
partment Award, and an 
award for his “Outstand- 
Te pe ing Effort” in Physics. He 
Cristian Zaharie oe member of the De- 
_troit Association of Phi Beta Kappa, and is listed in 
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Who’s Who Among American High School Students. 
Cristian enjoyed soccer, swimming, Varsity Club and 
ROTC. He plans to attend Western Michigan Univer- 
sity, where he will major in Aviation Flight Science, 
to become a professional airline pilot. 

Cristian is a graduate of Sts. Peter & Paul Sunday 
School, a former altar boy and sacristan, and an active 
member of the AROY Chapter where he has held 
several offices. 


Brandi Marie Holtz, 
daughter of Mike and 
Dolly Holtz of Strongs- 
ville, Ohio, graduated 
from Strongsville High 
School on June 2, 2001. 
Throughout her high 
school career, Brandi was 
immersed in musical and 
theatrical productions. 

Brandi was a 3 year 
member of Mustang Ex- 
press Show Choir, a | 
year member of Cantorum and the President of Senior 
Chorus. She received Superior ratings in Solo and 
Ensemble contests; District and State competitions; 
performing some of the most difficult pieces. Among 
her highlights were performing in the Masterworks 
concert at Baldwin Wallace College with Cantorum 
and performing on stage at Disney World with the 
Mustang Express. 

Brandi is a National Thespian, holding the office of 
Vice President of her Troupe. She participated in Broad- 
way Master classes and had lead roles in many of her 
high school productions. 

Brandi was a member of SADD, SHINE, a DARE 
role model and was chosen as a member of Principal’s 
Cabinet. 

Brandi is a graduate of St. Mary’s Cathedral Church 
School in Cleveland, Ohio and a member of their 
chapter’s A.R.O.Y. youth group, having held Office 
of Secretary for 2 years. She is a 9-year member of St. 
Mary’s Choir. She attended Camp Vatra as a student 
and also a counselor. Brandi has been a member of the 
Romanian Sezatoarea Dance Group for 13 years. 

Brandi will attend Baldwin Wallace College in the 
fall where she plans to pursue a degree in Theatre. ** 


Brandi Holtz 
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-ParisH REGISTER 


BAPTISMS 


Agapi, Adrian Octavian, son of Ciprian & Irina B. Agapi, 
Lake Worth, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godpar- 
ents: Sorin & Ioanina Eliant. 

Anton, Andreea Jackline, daughter of Gheorghe & An- 
gela Anton, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Godparents: Cristian & Angela Crisan. 

Barbulescu, Brian Ioan, son of Ovidiu & Arety Barbulescu, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
John & Nora Radu. 

Beleut, Michael, son of Jeremia & Carolina Beleut, Winter 
Haven, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godparents: 
Jovanovic & Petronela Zivorad. 

Caileanu, Alexander Tommy, son of Eugen & Cristina 
Caileanu, Schaumburg, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Godparents: Imas & Mileva Odeh. 

Cruga, Emma Elizabeth, daughter of Andrew & Christin 
T. Cruga, Madison Heights, MI. St. George Cathedral, 
Southfield, MI. Godparent: Valerie Y. Sheets. 

Dancau, Kalin, son of Mircea & Rada Dancau, Mississauga, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Constantin 
& Anisoara Marculescu. 

David, Mirian Lidia, daughter of Valentin & Laura David, 
Chicago, IL. Holy. Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Mihai, Maria & Anca Doros. 

Docu, Danny Jr., son of Danny & Aline C. Docu, Bridge- 
port, CT. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. Godparent: Chris- 
tian Docu. 

Dragomir, William ‘Nicholas, son of Dan & Cristina E. 
Dragomir, Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleve- 
land, OH. Godparents: Andrea & Roxana Prichindel and 
Nicolae Prichindel. 

Eleches, Veronica Maryanne, daughter of Lucian & Elena 
Eleches, Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. God- 
parents: Dan & Carmen Aprodu. 

Evans, Tiana Cailey, daughter of P. Daniel & Garyfallia 
T. Evans, Boca Raton, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. 
Godparents: Iliuta & Cristina Sevcenco. 

Ganga Stefanescu, Eric Gabriel, son of Constantin Ganga 
& Gabriela Ganga Stefanescu, Kitchener, ON. St. John, 
Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Dan & Evelina Mechici. 

Gania, Cara Christina, daughter of Thomas & Heather 
Gania, Warren, OH. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Godparents: Timothy & Christina Gania. 

Garcia-Moraru, Jonathan, son of Ricardo Garcia & 
Florentina Moraru, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, 
ON. Godparents: George & Mihaela Moraru. 

Gedja, Thomas Boza, son of Boza & Christa Gedja, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Katarina Yirka and Martin Gedja Jr.  ~ 

Gherman, Daniel, son of Ovidiu & Simona Gherman, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Ciprian & Luminita Gherghel. 

Gonciulea, Claudia Maria, daughter of Constantin & Li- 
ana M. B. Gonciulea, Columbus, OH. Dormition Monas- 
tery, Rives Junction, MI. Godparents: Adela Calin and 
Nicolae Gonciulea. 
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Gorduna, Eric Seth, son of Cornel & Laurdes A. Gorduna, 
Miami Lakes, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godpar- 
ents: Naylor Magaly and Maria Gorduna. 

Hogg, Jessica Elena, daughter of Steven & Cristine Hogg, 
Peneteng, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Adriana, Michael & Mihai Huma. 

Ionescu, Natalie Stephanie, daughter of Vichi & Mihaela 
D. Ionescu, West Grove, PA. Descent of Holy Spirit, 
Elkins Park, PA. Godparents: Costel & Maria Mateiuc. 

Istrate, Bianca Diana, daughter of Daniel & Elena Istrate, 
Scarborough, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Florin & Mihaela Kuhn. 

Jenasku, Alexander Zeljko, son of Richard & Viktoria M. 
Jenasku, Ridgewood, NY. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Middle 
Village, NY. Godparents: Jonel & Marioara Pasula. 

Jones, Georgia Alexandra, daughter of Michael & Nicoleta 
L. Jones, Hollywood, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. 
Godparents: Daniel & Lenuta Uzuean. 

Lamba, Ana Denise, daughter of Florin & Rada Lamba, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Iulius & Constanta Popescu. 

Nordle, Joseph, son of Mark & Anna Zdru Nordle, Fairfield, 
CT. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. Godparents: John & 
Gina Zdru. 

Nutu, Timotei, son of Aurel & Juliana Nutu, Kitchener, 
ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Psa. Florica 
Ichim and Christopher Ichim. 

Poptile, Claudia Izabela, daughter of Gheorghe & Erika 
Poptile, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. God- 
parents: Nelu & Lacramioara Big. 

Price, David John, son of Victor & Elena Price, Fall River, 
MA. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. Godparents: George 
Voinea and Natalie Voinea. 

Radu, Natalia, daughter of Bogdan & Alexandra Radu, 
Richmond Hill, ON. St. George, Toronto, sda Godpar- 
ents: Valeriu & Fanica Tatu. 

Sabau, Melanie Elisabeth, daughter of Aurel & Daniela 
D. Sabau, Ft. Lauderdale, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, 
FL. Godparents: Marian & Livia Curiac. 

Stoica, Diane, daughter of Mike & Emilia Stoica, Barrington, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Valeriu 
Bularca and Jettsey Shelly Foberty. 

Talpos, Daniel, son of Aurel & Valentina R. Talpos, 
Hallandale, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godparents: 
Valentin & Mariana Ioncescu. 


Tate, Ashley Marie, daughter of Christopher & Michelle 


C. Tate, St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. Godpar- 
ent: Sanda Merrill. 

Thompson, Alexandra Jennifer, daughter of Gregory & 
Raluca Thompson, Waterloo, ON. St. John, Kitchener, 
ON. Godparents: Radu & Anca Safta. 

Trasca, Stefany Marie, daughter of Alin & Monica C. 
Trasca, Ft. Lauderdale, FL. Holy Trinity, FL. Grad paz 
ents: Dorel & Delia Suboni. 

Voica, Andrew Steven, son of Daniel & Juanita V. Voica, 
Westland, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Godparents: Alexander & Garofita Varonos. 
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Watt, Fiona Marie, daughter of Brian & Marie D.M. Watt, 
Regina, SK. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. Godpar- 
ent: Helen Precop. 

Wood, Kaitlyn Marie, daughter of Willow M. Wood & 
Chad Hildred, Regina, SK. St. George Cathedral, Regina, 
SK. Godparent: Marg Birch. 

Zdru, Nicholas, son of Christos & Gina B. Zdru, Fairfield, 
CT. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. Godparents: Anna Zdru- 
Nordle and John Zdru. 


————————————————————— 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 
eee ener nnen: pb aut SY dee e anna Oa Sern Sa 
Blaga, Angelica, Hollywood, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, 
FL. V. Rev. Fr. Dumitru Sasu. 
Pandrea, Mikayla, Parma Heights, OH. St. Mary Cathe- 
dral, Cleveland, OH. Rev. Fr. Remus Grama. 
Pandrea, Stephanie, Parma Heights, OH. St. Mary Cathe- 
dral, Cleveland, OH. Rev. Fr. Remus Grama. 


MARRIAGES 


Chahal, Matthew Paul and Corina Marioara Sirbu, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Lucian & Laura Sirbu. 

Corsatea, Toma and Gabriella Mihaela Capatina, 
Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn 
Heights, MI. Godparents: Constantin & Silvia Roman. 

Denes, Alexandru Tanase and Camelia Enea, Stafford, 
VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparents: Dumitru 
& Veronica Curtusan. 

Getejanc, Panta and Maria Mohan, Perkasie, PA. St. 
John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Vlada & Veronica 
Golubovic. 

Hall, John Allan and Cristina Liuba Matcov, Cambridge, 
ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Gabriel & 
Bianca Babarada. 

Huszti, Sebastian and Michelle Suru, Niles, IL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Mihai & Maria Doros. 

Ionescu, Vichi and Mihaela Daniela Fulga, West Grove, 
IL. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA. Godparents: 
Costel & Maria Mateiuc. 

Negreanu, Cornel and Doinita Calcan, Hagerstown, MD. 
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparents: Paul & Paula 
Ungureanu. 

Oharciuc, Claudiu Marian and Luiza Gratiela Chiriac, 
Maple Shade, NJ. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, 
PA. Godparents: Cristinel & Manuela Axinte. 

Oprescu, Octavian and Mariana Cira, Guelph, ON. De- 
scent of Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA. Godparents: Radu 
Constantin and Elvira Buruiana. 

Preda, Mihai Victor and Moira Ann Fisher, Dania, FL. 

Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL Godparents: Stefan & Viorica 

lg Penciu. 

"Price, Victor John and Elena Suto, Fall River, MA. St. 

John, Woonsocket, RI. Godparents: George & Natalie 

| Voinea. 

Sburlan, Alexandru and Luminita Carmen Munteanu, 

Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Costel & Mihaela Ignat. 

Siblea, Marius Francisc and Gianina Liliana Martinovici, 
Elmwood Park, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godpar- 

ents: Radu & Diana Raceanu. 

“ Suboni, Dorel and Delia Elena Moldovan, Hallandale, 

FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godparents: Vasile & 

_ Elita Muntean. 
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DEATHS 


Blendea, Irene Aurelia, 88. St. George Cathedral, 
Southfield, MI. 


Campbell, Mary Maranda, 90. Sts. Peter & Paul, 


Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Cibella, Georgenia, 84. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Dimitriu, Constantin V., 84. Presentation of Our Lord, 
Fairlawn, OH. 
Horvath, Helen, 84. Sts. Peter & Paul, 
Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Joanta, Florence, 87. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. 
Luchian-Popa, Elena, 76. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Meyer, Rose Spiro, 78. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Moran, William S., 51. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. 
Murgu, Maria, 70. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 
Nicea, Remus Steve, 72. Presentation of Our Lord, 
Fairlawn, OH. 
Nisioiu, Nicolai, 48. St. Nicholas, Ottawa, ON. 
Pantea, Victor Pete, 72. Descent of Holy Spirit, 
Merrillville, IN. 
Popa, John Jr., 85. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 
Popa, Sinefta, 102. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Popp, Rose K., 83. Presentation of Our Lord, 
Fairlawn, OH. 
Romaniuc, Agafia, 74. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 
Szilagy, Zenovia, 87. Presentation of Our Lord, 
Fairlawn, OH. 
Tater, Eugene, 89. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. 
Trifu, Jon, 80. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, 
Middle Village, NY. 
Turtoi, Cornel, 45. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Widican, Eva Elvira, 93. Presentation of Our Lord, 
Fairlawn, OH. 
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We gratefully acknowledge the following donations and 
subscriptions for the monthly newspaper Solia - The Herald: 


FRIENDS 
Virginia Moore, Garden City, MI... $60.00 
For good health of family 
Lucretia D. Tremoureux, Los Gatos, CA.............. $50.00 
Rev. Fr./Psa. Dumitru Ionescu, Hayward, CA .....$50.00 
C. James Stanitz, Elmwood Park, IL... $45.00 
Nicolae Stefu, Houston, TTX... $40.00 
Vasile & Stefania Voicu, Fort Lauderdale, FL...... $25.00 
Chirila Ciuntu, Windsor, ON cena $15.00 
Norman Lantz, Akron, OH... nenea $15.00 — 
Marin Roman, Merrillville, IN... nenea $12.00 
| SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Mariana Vajda, Belle Mead, NJ 
Margareta Bulumete, Pembroke Pines, FL 
John Szeerba, Harrisburg, PA 

Rev. Toma Stojshich, Brooklyn, NY 
Olivia Dickerman, Ypsilanti, MI 

M/M John De Mintici, Toronto, ON 
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EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


Dr. Ana Adamache, Calgary, AB... $1,000.00 
M/M Percy Avram, Mesa, AZ... nenea $300.00 
Rev. Fr. & Psa.. Raymond Samoila, 

N; Canton, OH yictscsctssocscsiscecsrvrc eaansssre cca $125.00 
Audrey Huston, Michigan Center, MI.................. $100.00 
Thedore Miclau Jr., Marathon, FL... nenea $100.00 
Maria Moraru, Dearborn, MI... $100.00 
Cornel & Aurleia Ladan, Chicago, 1L................... $75.00 
M/M William Murray, Regina, SK uu... $60.00 
George & Maureen Nenson, Regina, SK .............. $60.00 
Aurel & Veronica Branea, Banning, CA .............. $50.00 
M/M John DeMintich, Toronto, ON eee $50.00 
George & Nancy Ittu, Cleveland, OH......:............ $50.00 
C. James Stanitz Jr., Elmwood Park, IL ............... $45.00 
M/M Lenny Jones, Philadelphia, PA... $30.00 
M/M Stephen Maximo, Philadelphia, PA .............. $30.00 
Eli & Ruby Roman, Boardman, OH... $30.00 
Lucretia Lantz, Akron, OH... cae $25.00 
Olga Petersen, St. Clair Shores, MI... $25.00 
Marin Roman, Gary, UN meet oana eee oua ai aaa $25.00 
M/M John C. Badila Sr., Youngstown, OH .......... $20.00 
M/M John Farcas, Hubbard, OH... $20.00 
Chirila Ciuntu, Windsor, ON ceeace $15.00 

GENERAL DONATIONS 
M/M Nicholas Simon, Lansing, MI... $75.00 
MEMORIAM 
Thedore Miclau Jr., Marathon, FL....................... $200.00 

(IMO V. Rev. Fr. Mircea Marinescu) 

C. James Stanitz Jr., Elmwood Park, IL ............... $45.00 


(IMO Constantin & Victoria Stanitz Sr.) 
EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENTS (DUES) 


Correction: St. Mary, Chicago, IL ................ $17,650.00 
(2001 Dues - not previously reported) 
Stains. Lennard, Vib sts oe een $720.00 


(2000-2001) 
ARCHBISHOP’S TRAVEL FUND 


Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI... $150.00 
DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Ted Miclau Jr., Marathon, FL .............. ccc eee $50.00 


(IMO Psa. Cornelia Hategan) 
ARCHBISHOP’S CHARITY ENDOWMENT 


(ACE) FUND 
St. John the Baptist, Woonsocket, RI ............... $2,935.00 
Michel Thornhill, Papillion, NE... $100.00 
Carrie Steski, Winnipeg, MB... $100.00 


(Donated in December 2000) 


DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN ASSISTANCE 
Psa. Alice Nenson, Regina, SK... $414.01 
(IMO Vera Lipan) A 
ns STANITZ SCHOLARSHIP FUND 


BEAUTIFUL 2002 
ICON CALENDAR 


Full color repro- 
ductions of twelve 
Orthodox Icons from 


various  periods, 
some dating from the 
twelfth century. 


Large format. 13" x 
19". Spiral binding 
with metal hanger for 
easy mounting on a 
wall. Icons are on 
thick, textured paper 
and suitable for fram- 
ing. Perfect gift! 
Price: $17.95 + $4.00 
shipping. Order from 
ROEA, PO Box 185, 
Grass Lake, MI 
49240. Phone: (517) 


522-3 65620h vKax: (517).49522-59074 2 Ema avi 
roeasolia@aol.com. You may use your Visa or 
Mastercard. &% 


DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 


A ANODYIMOUS' n sote aa II et pa ee = 
C. James Stanitz Jr., Elmwood Park, IL ............. $100.00 ferent Ciufecu, Fairfield; CD). Ai eee, pee 
2 ape M/M Constantin Stanitz Sr.) 4 Rev. Fr. & Psa. Andrew Lesko, Redlands, CA ....$25.00 
A a pir Calin, Chicago, TEARS RA $50.00 Mary Ann Moga Zarb, Bloomfield Hills, MI....... $25.00 
(IMO M/M Constantin Stanitz Sr.) Elizabeth Ciocanea, Cleveland, O0H................. „244. $20.00 
CAMP VATRA Rev. Fr. & Psa. Anton Frunza, 
C. James Stanitz Jr., Elmwood Park, IL... $45.00 Grand: Blancs Mg 3 i e ERIN a wis $20.00 
ANONYMOUS... rd ed. I aul, $40.00 - Violet Stoica, Claremont, CA .................. E SO 
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AL 69-LEA CONGRES AL EPISCOPIEI 
ORTODOXE ROMÂNE DIN AMERICA 
SESIUNEA IUNIE-IULIE 2001 


Cu o zi înainte de deschiderea lucrărilor celui de-al 
69-lea Congres al Episcopiei, a avut loc Conferinţa 
clerului din Episcopia Ortodoxă Română din America. 
Cu acest prilej, Inalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel a arătat că propune dezvoltarea a trei teme 
majore la acest Congres: “Starea spirituală a parohiilor/ 
misiunilor din Episcopie”; “Chemarea misionară si 
evanghelizarea”; “nevoia de a lucra pentru unitatea 
Bisericii Ortodoxe în America de Nord”. 

Au fost prezentaţi noii clerici primiţi în rândurile 
Episcopiei $1 s-au discutat probleme legate de pastorația 
$i administrația parohiilor și misiunilor. S-a discutat 
despre progresul realizat în dialogul cu reprezentanţii 
Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Române din America şi 
Canada ce tine de Patriarhia Română, în perspectiva 
refacerii unităţii. Cu această ocazie s-a recomandat 
Consiliului Episcopesc si ulterior Congresului ca 
Comisia de Dialog să poată discuta oficial în numele 
Episcopiei noastre. 

Părintele Cornel Todeasa, doctor în Teologie, a 
prezentat un studiu asupra “Pastoratiei in fata morţii”, 
arătând între altele că “pentru creştinii ortodocși, 
moartea reprezintă o trecere din viata de aici la viata 
veşnică”. Disertatia, presărată de istorioare şi anec- 
dote, a fost primită cu un viu interes atât de clerici cât 
si de delegaţii mireni la Congres (unde a fost prezentată 
ulterior). a 

Părintele Anton Frunză a prezentat un studiu cu 
privire la activitatea misionar-evanghelică şi situaţia 
Misiunilor din cadrul Episcopiei noastre. 

În după amiaza aceleiaşi zile a avut loc ședința 
Consiliului Episcopesc dinaintea Congresului. 

Congresul Episcopiei în anul 2001 a debutat vineri 
29 iunie 2001 la orele 10:00 a.m. cu o slujbă de 
invocare a Duhului Sfânt săvărșită de Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel ajutat de către Prea Cucernicii 
Părinţi Laurence Lazar, Remus Grama și Remus Bleahu. 
În prealabil toţi delegaţii la Congres s-au înregistrat. 

Vlădicul a prezentat oaspeţii la Congres: Prea 
“Cuviosul Părinte Justin Marchiş și Prea Cucernicul 
Părinte Nicolae Brânzea din Patriarhia Română care 
au vizitat Statele Unite la invitaţia Departamentului 
de Stat. S-a cântat apoi “Veşnica pomenire” pentru 
vrednicii de pomenire Episcopul Policarp şi 
„Arhiepiscopul Valerian, ca si pentru clericii care s-au 
mutat la Domnul în cursul anului trecut Pr. John Ivașcu, 
Pr. Mircea Marinescu şi Pr. Timotei Popovici. 

A urmat apelul, şi constatându-se că un număr de 
96 de delegaţi erau prezenţi, şedinţa a fost declarată 
“oficial deschisă. Au fost numiţi secretarii ședinței şi 

ceilalţi funcţionari. La agenda deja publicată s-a adăugat 
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alegerea laicilor din Tribunalul bisericesc si a 
Consiliului Episcopesc. În ziua de Sâmbătă, | iulie au 
fost prezenţi un număr de 103 delegați. 

Sub președinția Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel au început lucrările Congresului. Vlădicul a 
îndemnat pe cei prezenţi să cugete asupra celor trei 
teme amintite mai sus: “Starea spirituală a parohiilor/ 
misiunilor din Episcopie”; “Chemarea misionară și 
evanghelizarea”; “nevoia de a lucra pentru unitatea 
Bisericii Ortodoxe în America de Nord”. Înalt Prea 
Sfinţitul a subliniat faptul că a reprezentat Episcopia 
prin co-slujire cu ierarhi ai diferitelor jurisdicții 
reprezentate în SCOBA. 

Au urmat prezentarea rapoartelor diferitelor 
departamente ale Episcopiei si discuţii pe marginea 
lor. Astfel s-a aprobat: 

— acceptarea Parohiei “Buna Vestire” din Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada în Episcopie; 

— ca un număr de 6 misiuni să devină parohii: “Sf. 
Mihail și Gavril” din Sacramento, CA; “Sf. Cruce 
din San Jose, CA; “Sf. Ana” din Jacksonville, FL; 
“Buna-Vestire” din Grand Rapids, MI; “Sf. Mihail 
și Gavril” din Middle Village, NY; “Sf. Andrei” 
din Mckees Rocks, PA; 

— înființarea Mânăstirii de călugări “Înălţarea 
Domnului” din cadrul Centrului “Sf. Andrei” din 
Detroit, MI 
Din rapoartele prezentate s-a reţinut: 

— Raportul Departamentului de asistenţă crestin- 
caritabilă: cei $100,000 colectati pentru Fondul de 
caritate ai Arhiepiscopului au fost investiţi cu 
aprobarea Consiliului Episcopesc în stock market 
$i investiţia s-a depreciat în urma fluctuaţiei 
marketului. S-a arătat cu acest prilej că numai 2 
protoierii au contribuit în realizarea acestor bani: 
Michigan și Ohio/ Western Pensylvania. S-a solicitat 
ca şi celelalte protoierii să contribuie la realizarea 
acestui fond. 

— Din discuţiile purtate pe marginea raportului 
Departamentului de educaţie religioasă (prezentat 
de către P.C. Pr. Ian Pac-Urar) s-au desprins 
următoarele: programul de educaţie religioasă de 
la Centrul de Studii creștin-ortodoxe “Sf. Andrei” 
nu va debuta în această toamnă; Episcopia nu are 
un program propriu de educaţie religioasă -Sunday 
School- ci recomandă folosirea programelor 
Arhidiocezei grecești sau ale OCA. Toţi vorbitorii 
au subliniat necesitatea educaţiei religioase în Sun- 
day School şi în familie. S-a arătat că oricât de 
buni profesori ar avea copiii în Sunday School și 

Cont. pe pag. 20 
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Al 69-lea Congres ... 


Cont. de la pag. 19 
oricat de bine ar fi organizata Sunday School, tot 
familia părinţii, sunt cei dintâi și cei mai importanţi 
profesori de religie ai copiilor. 

— Raportul Departamentului de Misiuni (P.C. Protopop 
Constantin Tofan) si discuţiile purtate pe tema 
raportului au arătat care sunt dificultăţile cu care 
se confruntă preoţii misionari. S-a arătat de asemenea 
că contribuţia tuturor parohiilor a fost de numai 
$1,200 și că, de fapt, fiecare parohie este obligată 
prin rezoluţia Congresului de acum 3 ani să includă 
în buget o sumă de bani pentru misiuni. 

— Raportul Departamentului de Publicaţii (P.C. Diacon 
David Oancea) a arătat că se lucrează la tipărirea 
unei noi cărţi pentru Sf. Liturghie. Vorbitorii au 
solicitat tipărirea a două cărți: una pentru preoţi, 
mai completă decât cea actuală și alta pentru laici, 
mai simplificată. 

— Din raportul Comisiei de relaţii externe (P.C. Pr. 
Remus Grama) a reieșit că s-a continuat dialogul 
în vederea unificării celor 2 Episcopii Ortodoxe 
românești din America; se așteaptă în acest mo- 
ment rezultatul alegerilor de Episcop din cealaltă 
Episcopie. 

— În ceea ce priveşte construirea unui Centru 
administrativ si infirmerie pentru taberele de vară 
de la Vatra, acest lucru nu se poate realiza 
deocamdată în condiţiile în care nu există decât 
$90,000 din cei $180,000 necesari. 

Cont. pe pag. 24 


Cr ESTE 
A.R.F.O.R.A? 


ARFORA este un acronim pentru “Asociaţia 
Reuniunilor Femeilor Ortodoxe Române din America”. 
ARFORA a fost organizată în anul 1938 de către 
Episcopul Policarp. În anul 1955, Congresul ARFORA 
care s-a ținut la New York, a aprobat Statutul si 
Regulamentul de funcţionare. Deviza organizaţiei 
ARFORA este: CREDINŢA reprezentată de o cruce, 
SPERANŢA — reprezentată de o ancoră şi 
DRAGOSTEA — reprezentată de o inimă. E bine ca 
toate femeile sa fie atât membre ale parohiei/misiunii, 
cât $i ale organizaţiei ARFORA. 


Principalele scopuri ale grupurilor auxiliare 
de femei sunt: _ 

— Să funcţioneze ca o organizaţie auxiliară a parohiei 
pe care să o sprijine în toate activităţile ei; 

— Să iniţieze și să promoveze unirea, cooperarea şi 
spiritul de prietenie nu numai al membrelor 
organizaţiei, dar si al întregii parohii; 

— Să contribuie la păstrarea, întărirea şi propagarea 
credinţei ortodoxe; 


20 RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXĂ IN AMERICA DE NORD 


> 


— Să sprijine educaţia religioasă a copiilor și tineretului 
din parohie; 

— Să ia parte la curăţenia, înfrumusețarea și menţinerea 
clădirilor parohiei în stare bună; 

— Să participe la strângerea de fonduri pentru scopuri 
religioase, culturale și de binefacere, care au fost 
determinate de parohia lor sau de Episcopie; 

— Să sprijine în mod activ ARFORA, organizaţia 
internaţională, care este cea mai veche organizaţie 
auxiliară a Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române din 
America; 


Date importante pentru Organizaţia Auxiliară 
a Femeilor: 

Ianuarie — Se tine adunarea anuală a organizaţiei 
auxiliare a femeilor și se aleg funcţionare pentru noul 
an. De asemenea se aleg două delegate și două supleante 
pentru Congresul Anual ARFORA. Delegatele sunt 
alese pe doi ani. Se trimite o listă cu numele, adresele 
şi numerele de telefon ale membrelor din comitetul de 
conducere la secretara ARFORA. Taxele de membrie 
($10 de persoană) se trimit la casiera ARFORA până 
la 31 ianuarie. Taxele trebuie să reflecte numărul de 
membre din anul precedent. 

A 5-a sâmbătă din Postul Mare — fiecare parohie 
sau protopopiat organizează o zi de reculegere, 
rugăciune şi conferință pe teme religioase. 

Iunie — În primul week-end din luna iunie are loc 
Congresul ARFORA. Președinta organizaţiei auxiliare 
din fiecare parohie împreună cu două delegate şi 
preoteasa trebuie să ia parte la lucrările Congresului. 

lulie — La începutul lunii iulie au loc lucrările 
Congresului Episcopiei la Vatra Românească. Chioscul 
de cafea şi dulciuri este sponsorat de una din 
organizaţiile auxiliare de femei de la o parohie. Va 
rugăm să participaţi, pentru că întotdeauna este nevoie 
de voluntari. 

Iulie-August — Taberele de copii de la Vatra au 
nevoie de ajutor pentru bucătărie și pentru-alte activităţi 
și profesori pentru educaţia religioasă. 

14 Octombrie — Fondul misionar Sf. Paraschiva 
Fiecare grup auxiliar organizează o dată pe an o 
activitate, iar banii rezultați sunt trimiși la casiera 
ARFORA și se folosesc pentru ajutorarea misiunilor 
Episcopiei. 

Decembrie — Proiectul Sf. Elisabeta — ARFORA 
trimite mici cadouri preoteselor văduve. 

Tot anul — Vizitarea celor suferinzi si a batrânilor 
din parohie. In fiecare an ARFORA oferă o bursă de 
studii pentru învăţământul superior. Informaţii 
suplimentare le găsiţi în revista lunară Solia. 

Dacă aveţi întrebări referitoare la ARFORA, ori 
doriţi să incepeti o oranizatie locală a femeilor din 
parohie, şi doriţi o copie a Statutului și Regulamentelor 
sau a ghidului de organizare a auxiliarei de femei, vă 
rugăm să contactaţi președinta ARFORA sau pe oricare 
membră din consiliul de conducere ARFORA. Numele 
şi adresele le găsiţi în calendarul SOLIA. # 

„ Lucy Pop 
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SFINTIREA BISERICII SFÂNTUL ANDREI DIN 
McKees Rocks, PA Mat 25-26, 2001 


După zile de ploaie, cerul s-a deschis și razele 
soarelui absorbeau cu sete umezeala. Grupuri de pelerini 
se adunau la biserică pentru a fi martorii unui eveniment 
deosebit. În biserica întunecată, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel înconjurat de paisprezece preoţi 
Arhimandritul Pitirim, Ieromonahul Joseph Morris, 
Preoţii Richard Grabowski, Pantelimon Stanciu, 
Constantin Tofan, Remus Bleahu, George Treff, Remus 
Grama, Grigore Pătrulescu, John Halushcheck, Eu- 
gene Rosu, lan Pac-Urar, Adrian Grigoras și David 
Subu trecea în revistă ultimele detalii ale sfințirii 
bisericii. Cu o seară înainte, a avut loc slujba Vecerniei, 
la care au participat doisprezece preoţi Ieromonahul 
Joseph Morris, Preoţii Richard Grabowski, Constantin 
Tofan, Grigore Pătrulescu, Remus Bleahu, Remus 
Grama, George Treff, Tom Soroka, Adrian Grigoras, 
Pantelimon Stanciu, David Subu, Eugene Rosu si 
aproximativ cincizeci de credincioși. 

La sfârşitul Vecerniei, Părintele Remus Grama a 
rostit cuvânt de învăţătură, subliniind importanţa 
membrilor Bisericii ca parte a Trupului tainic al lui 
Hristos, având în vedere faptul că ne aflam între 
sărbătoarea Înălţării şi sărbătoarea Pogorârii Sfântului 
Duh. Seara a continuat cu o masă delicioasă pregătită 
de un grup de doamne din parohie Seia Comsa, Roxana 
Sarbu, Marieta Nita, Mioara Morariu, Liliana 
Simplaceanu, Carmen Bugay, Psa Gabriela Roşu. După 
masă, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a 
stabilit amănuntele slujbei de a doua zi. 

De la înfiinţare Misiunea “Sfântul Andrei” a folosit 
ca locaș de cult Heinz Chapel a Universităţii din Pitts- 
burgh. Condiţia pentru folosirea gratuită a capelei a 
fost ca preotul paroh să fie înregistrat ca $1 capelan al 
Universităţii, calitate în care a servit pe o perioadă de 
trei ani. Din nefericire, nu tot ceea ce este gratuit este 
neapărat și foarte bun. Misiunea a întâmpinat dificultăți 
în desfășurarea slujbelor cu precădere în perioada 
Postului Mare, a Crăciunului și pe durata vacanței de 
vară, când mica comunitate a trebuit să-și găsească 
locuri temporare de slujire în capela de la Carnegie- 


Mellon University, la Lutheran Center sau la biserica 
antiohiană Sfântul Gheorghe. De asemenea serviciul 
ortodox era condiționat și de timp, astfel încât cele 
necesare desfășurării slujbei trebuiau pregătite în fiecare 
duminică dimineaţa, iar la orele 8:45 a.m. începea 
Sfânta Liturghie, iar la 10:30 a.m. altarul ortodox 
trebuia să fie strâns, împachetat și pus la locul lui în 
dulap (aceasta după ce ni s-a oferit unul), iar capela 
era folosită în continuare de grupul romano- catolic. 
Un moment de maturitate al Misiunii a fost decizia 
de a cumpăra o proprietate pentru desfăsurarea 
serviciilor și programelor religioase care să servească 
nevoile spirituale ale credincioşilor. Astfel, în 
Decembrie 1998, după aproximativ şase luni de 
negocieri, s-a putut cumpăra fosta biserică catolică 
Sfânta Maria Goretti, din Mckees Rocks. După o lună 
de curăţat, vopsit și ajustări temporare pentru nevoile 
serviciilor ortodoxe, prima liturghie a fost săvârşită 
pe data de 17 Ianuarie (Sf. Cuv. Antonie cel Mare) 
1999 . De atunci și până la 25-26 Mai 2001, mâna 
inimoasa de membri ai parohiei au reușit prin eforturi 
proprii să renoveze în cea mai mare parte biserica, să 
construiască iconostasul, și să cumpere icoanele pentru 
împodobirea pereţilor. Printre cei care și-au oferit 
timpul, talentul și resursele financiare se numără: Virgil 
Simplaceanu, Mihai Rau, Ovidiu Comsa, Simion Coca, 
Traian Sarbu, Silviu Bacanu, Nicu Sandu, Viorel 
Morariu, Alex Rata, Emil Tripa, Valeriu Rusu și alti 
câţiva care au ajutat la diferite proiecte de scurtă 
durată. Proiecte ca cel electric, care a fost conceput $1 
început de Alex Rata a fost continuat și terminat de un 
contractor, ca de altfel și instalarea noului tavan. Un 
ajutor din afară a fost oferit de părintele Remus Bleahu 
și John Nemes care împreună cu preotul paroh Eugene 
Rosu au construit doua camere în spatele bisericii, 
camere ce vor servi de oficiu parohial si şcoală 
duminicală. Un proiect care s-a desfășurat pe o perioadă 
mai mare şi care a necesitat îndemânare a fost 
construirea iconostasului. Acest proiect a fost conceput 
Cont. pe pag. 22 
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Sfinţirea Bisericii ... 

Cont. de la pag. 21 

de domnul Dan Păcuraru din Philadelphia împreună 
cu preotul paroh. Datorită dragostei pentru Biserică și 
înţelegerii nevoilor Misiunii, domnul Păcuraru a 
binevoit să modifice planurile iconostasului de câteva 
ori. Aceasta s-a datorat resurselor financiare limitate 
ale Misiunii, însă cu toate modificările, domnul Păcuraru 
nu a renunţat la a arăta că se pot face lucruri frumoase 
când fraţii sunt împreună” (Ps.132, 1). Si ca să ne 
convingă de dragostea lui fata de noi, de fiecare dată 
când a venit în Pittsburgh, l-a adus si pe fiul său 
Anthony, iar împreună cu ei au venit Mihai Teodorescu 
şi ginerele său Bogdan Butoi. Lor li s-au alăturat de 
fiecare dată câte un grup inimos de credincioşi ai 
Misiunii dintre cei menţionaţi mai sus plus doi copii: 
Matei Sarbu și Sebastian Coca. 

Dragostea credincioșilor din Philadelphia a fost 
simțită $i prin eforturile doamnei Georgeta Pacuraru, 
care cu darul pe care îi l-a dat Dumnezeu a putut să 
convingă câţiva prieteni să doneze Misiunii aproximativ 
$2000 pentru fondul de icoane. Icoanele din 
catapeteasmă au fost pictate în România de Anca Musat 
şi Rodica Ivan, iar icoanele de pe pereţi au fost pictate 
pe pânză de Daniela Rotariu. Pentru împodobirea 
pereţilor, Remus P. Bleahu şi Marie Spencer au pictat 
un brâu de cruci de jur împrejurul bisericii. În perioada 
celor şase ani de existență membrii parohiei s-au îngrijit 
ca biserica să aibă lucrurile necesare. Astfel, un set 
nou de sfinte vase a fost donat de familia Dan și Anca 
Vlad, un epitaf a fost donat de familia Ovidiu si Seia 
Comsa, două seturi complete de veșminte au fost donate 
de familiile Virgil și Liliana Simplaceanu şi Simion si 
Liana Coca, iar feţele noi de mese au fost donate în 
întregime de familia Simplaceanu. Diferite alte lucruri 
au fost donate pentru folosul bisericii de familiile 
Mihai si Cristina Rau, Nicu si Marieta Sandu, Costa 
Spoa din Ellwood City, Preot Eugene și preoteasa 
Gabriela Rosu. Ajutoare au fost trimise din partea 
protopopiatului de Ohio şi Pennsylvania de Vest, 
părintele Alexander Webster, Părintele Richard și 
preoteasa Hildegard Grabowski, Părintele Tim Thomson 
de la biserica ucrainiană Sfinţii Apostoli Petru și Pavel, 
din Lyndora, mânăstirea Schimbarea la Faţă din 
Ellwood City, Seminarul Bizantin Sfinţii Chiril si 
Metodie din Pittsburgh. De un ajutor deosebit au fost 
sugestiile părintelui protopop Laurence Lazar, care 
ne-a dat câteva prețioase schițe de remodelare a 
altarului. Insă peste toate aceste proiecte a fost 
permanenta grijă a Înalt Prea Sfinţitului Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel, care a ţinut să ştie fiecare lucru ce s-a făcut 
și de asemenea să ne ajute cu cele necesare pentru a 
putea merge înainte cu lucrările de remodelare si de 
împodobire ale bisericii. Așa s-a ajuns de la altarul în 
geamantan la biserica noastră” , biserică pregatită ca 
o mireasă asteptându-și mirele. 

Slujba de târnosire sau de sfințire a bisericii a început 
cu procesiunea de înconjurare a bisericii la orele 9 ale 
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dimineţii când cei paisprezece preoţi purtând obiectele 
de cult care aveau să fie așezate la vremea cuvenită pe 
masa altarului. După intrarea în biserică a început 
slujba sfintirii apei (aghiazmă), a spălării mesei, 
aşezarea sfintelor moaște în Sfânta Masă, sigilarea 
Prestolului (Sfintei Mese) cu sfintele moaşte şi 
documentul ce atestă sfinţirea, așezarea icoanelor celor 
patru Sf. Evanghelisti pe cele patru colţuri ale Sfintei 
Mese, punerea acoperământului din in a Sfintei Mese, 
așezarea celui de al doilea acoperământ al Sfintei 
Mese, și punerea Evangheliei, Crucii și a sfeșnicelor. 
În tot acest timp la strană s-au cântat sisau citit 
rugăciunile cuvenite fiecărui moment. Când totul a 
fost terminat, credincioşii au intrat în procesiune în 
Sfântul Altar, iar la ieşirea din altar fiecare credincios 
a primit câte o iconita din partea Înalt Prea Sfintitului 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. 

Liturghia arhierească a încununat ziua de mărire și 
mulțumită adusă lui Dumnezeu. După Sfânta Liturghie 
Vlădica Nathaniel a rostit cuvânt de învăţătură și a 
prezentat preoţii slujitori. A luat cuvântul Părintele 
Protopop Pantelimon Stanciu, după care Preotul Paroh 
a ţinut să mulțumească tuturor celor ce au participat 
de aproape şi de departe (Arizona, Georgia, Virginia), 
pentru dragostea lor de a fi cu membrii misiunii la 
acest mare eveniment. 

Ziua a continuat cu masa festivă unde fiecare a 
putut recapitula evnimentul, bucurându-se de bucate 
alese. Câteva concluzii au fost trase de preşedintele 
Consiliului Parohial, domnul Virgil Simplaceanu, de 
Părintele Protopop Pantelimon Stanciu, de Preotul 
Paroh, și în încheiere, cu toţii am ascultat cuvintele 
părintești ale Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel. 

Apoi, pelerinii și-au luat rămas bun unii de la alţii 
întorcându-se la casele lor. Duminică dimineaţă, Înalt 
Prea Sfinţitul Nathaniel a săvâșit Sfânta Liturghie 
împreună cu Preotul Paroh și la sfârșitul slujbei a 
îndemnat si încurajat credincioșii ca de acum înainte 
să aibă curaj să meargă între vecini, asa cum el însuși 
a făcut, $i să-i invite în biserică. 

Arhipăstorul s-a întors la Cancelaria Episcopiei în 
după amiaza zilei de duminică, însă darul pe care ni l- 
a făcut, nouă, celor din Pittsburgh, rămâne ca o mărturie 
a unităţii Bisericii, a întăririi lucrării dumnezeești pe 
pământ, şi desigur, o amintire de neuitat. 

Mărire lui Dumnezeu cel Prea Înalt. # 

Preot Eugene Rosu, paroh 
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INALT PREA SFINTITUL ARHIEPISCOP 
VICTORIN A ADORMIT INTRU DOMNUL 


Luni, 16 iulie 2000, Inalt Prea Sfintitul Arhiepiscop 
Victorin (Ursache), recent pensionat de la Arhiepiscopia 
Ortodoxă Română din America şi Canada, a adormit 
în Domnul. Vrednicul de pomenire Arhiepiscop Victorin 
a păstorit vreme de 35 de ani Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxă 
Română din America și Canada, retrăgându-se la pensie 
în luna februarie a acestui an. 

Arhiepiscopul Victorin s-a născut la 24 iulie 1912 
în Mânăstioara-Siret, judeţul Suceava, România. După 
terminarea liceului din orașul Siret, a studiat teologia 
la Facultatea de Teologie a Universităţii din Cernăuţi, 
la acea vreme în România. A făcut în studii biblice 
aprofundate la Institul Biblic din Ierusalim. 

A intrat în viaţa monahală la Mânăstirea Neamţ în 
anul 1937, fiind hirotonit diacon la 20 iulie 1937 şi 
preot la 1 august 1937. Între anii 1937 si 1946 a fost 
profesor la Seminarul Teologic de la Mânăstirea Neamţ. 
De asemenea a fost director-adjunct al Seminarului 
între 1937 şi 1940, devenind director între 1940 și 
1944. In perioada 1940 1946 a fost si stareţ al Mânăstirii 
Neamţ. 

In anul 1946 a fost numit reprezentant al Patriarhiei 
Române la Locurile Sfinte din Ierusalim, slujind în 
această calitate până la venirea în Statele Unite în 
anul 1956. Între anii 1956 şi 1966 a slujit ca Superior 


ŞTIRI 


Sfântul Sinod a aprobat numirea a patru noi 
episcopi vicari si a luat mai multe hotărâri de natura 
organizatorică 

Sfântul Sinod BOR, reunit la Reşedinţa patriarhală 
în zilele de 4-5 iulie, a confirmat numirea a patru noi 
episcopi vicari şi a aprobat mai multe propuneri cu 
privire la activitatea si organizarea eparhiilor din cadrul 
Patriarhiei Române. Doi dintre cei patru noi ierarhi, 
Prea Cuvioşii Gurie Georgiu, cu titulatura “Strehăianul” 
şi Nicodim Nicolăescu, cu titulara “Gorjeanul”, au 
fost numiţi pentru Arhiepiscopia Craiovei, ei fiind 
ridicaţi de la treapta de arhimandrit. Prea Cuviosul 
Varsanufie Gogescu, cu titulatura “Prahoveanul” a fost 
ales în cel de-al doilea post de episcop vicar al 
Arhiepiscopiei Bucureștilor, el fiind ridicat de la treapta 
de protosinghel, în timp ce Prea Cuviosul Siluan Ciprian 
Span, cu titlu! “Marsilianul” a fost ales în postul de 
Episcop Vicar al Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Române 
pentru Europa Centrală si Meridională, el fiind înălțat 
de la treapta de ieromonah. Sinodul a aprobat, totodată, 
ridicarea acestei eparhii la rang de Mitropolie, la 
propunerea Adunării Eparhiale a acesteia. 
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* al Misiunii Ierusalimului în Statele Unite si ca Profesor 


de Teologie al Seminarului Teologic Sf. Tikhon din 
South Canaan, Pennsylvania. 

In aprilie 1966 a fost ales ca succesor al Episcopului 
Andrei Moldovan al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române 
Misionare din America și Canada. A fost hirotonit 
arhiereu în data de 7 august 1966, fiind ridicat la 
rangul de Arhiepiscop pe 11 iunie 1973. Vrednicul de 
pomenire Arhiepiscop Victorin s-a retras din scaun în 
februarie 2001, după 35 de ani de păstorire a 
Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Române din America şi 
Canada. De-a lungul arhipăstoririi sale, Arhiepiscopia 
a înfiinţat noi parohii în America de Nord pentru 
românii ortodocși de pe aceste meleaguri. Arhiepiscopul 
Victorin a fost membru al SCOBA (Conferinţa 
Episcopilor Canonici din America) și o respectată 
prezenţă spirituală în lumea ortodoxă ca și în întâlnirile 
ecumenice. 

Slujba înmormântării a fost săvârşită joi, 19 iulie, 
după slujba Sfintei Liturghii la Biserica “Sf. Treime” 
din Troy, Michigan. Au participat un număr de 
aproximativ 80 de credincioși $1 peste 20 de clerici, 
precum si Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel 
al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române din America si Prea 
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Sinodul a mai hotărît elaborarea unui regulament 
de aplicare a Legii 103/1992 privind dreptul exclusiv 
al cultelor religioase pentru producerea si valorificarea 
obiectelor de cult, aprobarea unor demersuri în vederea 
îmbunătățirii salarizării personalului clerical și 
neclerical din unitățile bisericești și aprobarea unor 
măsuri privind îmbunătăţirea calităţii învățămîntului 
teologic şi predării religiei în şcoală. 

Sinodul a aprobat și propunerea Arhiepiscopiei Iașilor 
ca Facultatea de Teologie din lași să poarte numele 
părintelui prof. dr. Dumitru Stăniloaie, precum şi 
înființarea în centrele universitare Bucureşti, lași și 
Cluj-Napoca a câte unei comisii locale mixte de bioetică, 
alcătuite din teologi și oameni de știință, în perspectiva 
constituirii Comisiei Naţionale Consultative a BOR 
pentru probleme de bioetică. 


Au mai fost discutate diferite aspecte privind 
canonizarea unor sfinţi români, comunităţile ortodoxe 
româneşti din jurul graniţelor ţării şi Diaspora, 
participarea unor membri ai Sf. Sinod si a altor teologi 
ortodocși români la întruniri internaţionale pan-ortodoxe 
şi ecumenice, probleme curente ale vieţii bisericești 
interne și externe. 


Stiri preluate de pe site-ul de Internet al Patriarhiei 
Române ** 
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Al 69-lea Congres ... 


Cont. de la pag. 20 

— Vor trebui, de asemenea, aduse anumite îmbunătățiri 
unor clădiri de la Vatra care nu mai corespund din 
punct de vedere a normelor în vigoare în privința 
pericolului de incendiu până în anul 2002. 

— Raporturile Organizatiilor auxiliare ARFORA, 
Brotherhood (Frăția Ortodoxă) şi AROY au arătat 
importanţa pe care acestea o au pentru întărirea 
parohiilor şi a credinţei ortodoxe. 

— Au avut loc alegerile pentru Consiliul Episcopesc. 
Astfel, au fost aleși în Consiliul Episcopesc: Clerici: 
Prea Cucernicii Părinţi: Leo Copacia, Remus Grama, 
Laurence Lazar, Romey Rosco, lan Pac-Urar și 
supleant, Casian Fetea. Laici: John Bujea, George 
Cantor, Elizabeth Ciocanea, Vasile Gheorghiu, 
George C. Fatsy, Cornelia Merchant, Viorel Nikodin, 
Vasile Stoicescu, Philip Toconita, Mary Ann Moga 
Zarb și supleanti Peter Bugariu, și Michael Chiriac. 
Ca membri laici ai Tribunalului au fost aleși: Dan 
Chirtu și Adela Price; supleanti Wayne Wright și 
Ilie Nemes. 

În fiecare zi s-au săvârşit slujbele Sf. Liturghii şi a 
Vecerniei, urmate de predici conform programului 
stabilit de Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. 
De asemenea un număr de preoţi au fost programati 
pentru spovedanii. 

În ziua de vineri, după slujba Vecerniei a avut loc 
slujba de Te-Deum pentru ziua independenţei Statelor 
Unite. Au oficiat Prea Cucernicii Părinţi Protoierei 
Laurence Lazar, Daniel Nenson, Simion Pavel, Viorel 
Sasu și Pantelimon Stanciu. 

Sâmbătă la orele 17:00 s-au încheiat lucrările 
Congresului Episcopiei pe anul 2001. Duminică a fost 
oficiată Sf. Liturghie Arhierească într-un sobor 
impresionant de preoţi (cca 60 la număr), răspunsurile 
fiind date de corul Parohiei “Sf. Treime”din Miramar, 
Florida, sub conducerea Dr. Adelina Strasnei. Cu acest 
prilej, Părintele Diacon David Oancea a fost hirotesit 
Arhidiacon. 

A urmat un banchet la care au fost prezenţi 
aproximativ 500 de oaspeţi. 

“Congresul a fost găzduit în mod deosebit anul acesta 
de către Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada, iar chioșcul 
a fost deservit de Reuniunea Doamnelor de la Parohia 
“Sf. Cruce” din Hermitage, Pennsylvania. % 

a Participant 


Arhiepiscop Victorin ... 

Cont. de la pag. 23 ar 

Sfinţitul Episcop Nicholas al Detroit-ului din partea 
Arhiepiscopiei Grecesti in Statele Unite. Din Episcopia 
noastre au slujit Prea Cucernicii Parinti Laurence Lazar, 
Romey Rosco, Gheorghe Cârstea si Vasile Susan. În 
audienţă au fost Prea Cuviosii Părinţi de la Mânăstirea 
“Înălțarea Domnului” de la Centrul “Sf. Andrei” din 
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Detroit conduși de Prea Cuviosul Părinte Arhimandrit 
Irineu Duvlea, Prea Cucernicii Părinţi John Surducan, 
Anton Frunză, Prea Cucernicul Părinte Arhidiacon 
David Oancea, și ipodiaconii John Lazar și Tom Rosco. 

Au rostit necrologuri, elogiind personalitatea 
vrednicului de pomenire Arhiepiscop Victorin, Inalt 
Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, Prea Sfinţitul 
Episcop Nicholas şi Prea Cucernicii Părinţi George 
Chişcă, Ion Gherman, Simion George Catau, Stefan 
Popică si Nicholas Apostola. Trupul neînsufleţit al 
Arhiepiscopului Victorin urma să fie transportat spre 
înhumare la Mânăstirea Putna, în România. După slujba 
înmormântării a avut loc o masă de pomenire în sala 
parohială. Dumnezeu să-l ierte şi veşnică să-i fie 
pomenirea! * 
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